
Research in Philosophy at the University of Aberdeen [February 2015]

I. General information

The academic staff in the Department of Philosophy undertake research in a wide range of philosophical 
topics including: 

Epistemology
Continental Philosophy;
History of Philosophy, including the 17th & 18th Century; 
Metaphysics
Philosophy of Language;
Philosophical Logic and Philosophy of Mathematics; and
Philosophy of Science.

Specific interests of individual members are indicated briefly in II below; for further information, including 
details of publications, see the Philosophy website under ‘people’: 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/philosophy/people-68.php.

A programme of visiting speakers and departmental research seminars takes place on some Wednesday 
afternoons in term time. The department is currently hosting two projects. The Equalities of Wellbeing 
project is funded by the AHRC and is managed by Beth Lord. A conference – titled Spinoza and Proportion 
– associated with this project will be convened on 5-6 May 2015 at the University of Aberdeen. The 
Metaphysical Basis of Logic project is also funded by the AHRC and managed by Franz Berto and Toby 
Meadows. A regular seminar series, which is associated with the project, is convened during the term. In 
addition to the Department of Philosophy itself there is, associated with it, a Centre for the History and 
Philosophy of Science, Technology and Medicine.

II. Members of academic staff and their interests 
Currently in the Department of Philosophy (main research interests)

Guido Bacciagaluppi: Philosophy of Physics (esp. Quantum Mechanics), Time, Probability, History of 
Quantum Mechanics. 

Gerry Hough: Philosophy of Language and Mind and the History of Analytic Philosophy.
Nathaniel Jezzi: Ethics, Metaethics.
Beth Lord: Poststructuralism, History of Philosophy, 17th and 18th Century Philosophy, Spinoza, Continental 

Philosophy.
Federico Luzzi: Epistemology.
Toby Meadows: Philosophical Logic (formal theories of truth, logical paradoxes) and Philosophy of 

Mathematics (philosophy of set theory, comparative foundations).
Luca Moretti: Epistemology; Formal Epistemology, Philosophical Logic, Metaphysics, Philosophy of 

science; also Scepticism, epistemic closure and transmission of warrant, basic justification, 
Bayesian analysis of scepticism.

Bob Plant: Wittgenstein (esp. regarding Philosophy of Religion, and On Certainty); Continental ethics (esp. 
Levinas and Derrida); Metaphilosophy.

Ulrich Stegmann: Philosophy of Biology (information, causation, mechanisms).
Paula Sweeney: Philosophy of Language (linguistic contextualism).
Stephan Torre: Metaphysics (philosophy of time, self-locating content, persistence and modality).

Emeritus and Honorary Staff (main interests indicated only where not already listed above):

Robin Cameron (philosophy of mathematics; philosophy of logic – especially conditionality)
Patricia Clarke (Plato and mediaeval logic).
Nigel Dower (ethics/philosophy of development, environment and international relations; global ethics; 

global citizenship)
Eric Matthews (philosophy and ethics of medicine; 20th-century French philosophy - Bergson, Sartre and 

Merleau-Ponty)
Daniel Shaw (Hume, moral philosophy, aesthetics, utilitarianism)
M. A. Stewart (based in Edinburgh but attached to Aberdeen) (18th Century Scottish Philosophy)
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